
 

HOW TO WRITE A RESOLUTION  
 

One of the most important things for an MUN delegate to understand is how to write 
resolution.  A resolution contains all the proposed solutions to a topic and being able to write 
one is important because the ultimate goal of any MUN committee debate is to come up 
with written solutions to the problems they are trying to solve.  Here are some tips to help 
with writing a resolution and a sample resolution you can use as a model. 
 
BASICS 
 
What: What is a resolution?  A resolution is a document that contains the proposed 
solutions to a topic that is up for debate in any committee.  It's called a resolution because 
that's what the United Nations calls the documents that they produce.  If you want to be 
technical, a resolution should be called a draft resolution until it is successfully passed during 
voting. 
Who:  Who writes a resolution?  Any delegate in a committee can write a resolution.  The 
author of a resolution is called a sponsor.  Many resolutions have multiple sponsors because 
it takes a group of countries to share good ideas and to come to a consensus. 
When/Where:  When and where are resolutions written?  Most conferences ask delegates to 
bring resolutions on each topic to the conference.  Resolutions are then merged together 
during lobbying or unmoderated caucus – a time when delegates are free to roam around 
the committee to collaborate on ideas with each other.  Delegates form alliances with other 
delegates and combine ideas and solutions to form final resolutions that will be submitted to 
the committee chair for debate. 
Why:  The ultimate purpose of a committee session is to pass a resolution.  All the speeches, 
debate, negotiation, ad teamwork is supposed to lead to a resolution which contains all the 
proposed solutions to a particular issue. 
 
WHAT DOES A RESOLUTION LOOK LIKE? 

 
MUN resolutions follow formal guidelines and are divided into 3 main parts:  
 
Heading: the heading contains four pieces of information: the committee name, the sponsors, 
the signatories, and the topic. 
Pre-ambulatory Clauses: pre-ambulatory clauses states all the issues that the committee 
wants to resolve on this issue. It may state reasons why the committee is working on this 
issue and highlight previous international actions on the issue.  These clauses are underlined 
in the resolution. 
 Examples of pre-ambulatory clauses: Affirming, Alarmed by, Believing, Confident, 
 Declaring, Deeply concerned, Expecting, Emphasizing, Fully aware, Keeping in mind, 
 Noting, Recognizing, Taking in consideration.... 
 

Operative Clauses: operative clauses state the solutions that the sponsors of the resolution 
propose to resolve the issues. The operative clauses should address the issues specifically 
mentioned in the pre-ambulatory clauses above it.  Operative clauses should be numbered 
and should support one another to build an argument.   



 Examples of operative clauses: Accepts, Affirms, Approves, Authorizes, Calls upon, 
 Condemns, Deplores, Draws the attention, Encourages, Endorses, Deplores, Expresses 
 its hope, Recommends, Further recommends, Requests, Further requests, Proclaims, 
 Reminds, Supports... 
 

SAMPLE RESOLUTION YOU CAN USE AS A MODEL 
 

Sponsors:  Switzerland, Sweden 
Signatories: Nigeria, Thailand, Mexico 

Topic:  On the question of Syria 

 

To the Security Council: 

 

Recognizing the Arab Spring to be a series of uprisings and protests that have occurred in the 

Middle East,  [use commas to separate pre-ambulatory clauses, underline clauses] 

 

Noting with satisfaction that the Arab League has sent observers into Syria and has not 

resorted to military action against Syria,  

 

Disapproving of the violation of any human rights,  

 

Affirming all peoples right to freedom of speech,     

 

Noting that United Nation should remain neutral in any political and ideological 

disagreements, 

 

Concerned that western nation often interfere in the internal affairs of other member states, 

 

Defining a peaceful protest as a protest where no one participating in the protest is holding a 

weapon of any kind or threating the use of violence and/or using violence in any way at any 

point during the protest, 

 

Understanding the assistance of United Nations to be assistance that does not make an 

individual or group of member states dependent on United Nations,  

 

Believing that United Nations assistance can come in the form of peace keeping, economic 

assistance, aid and assistance with holding impartial elections and trials as well as other forms 

of assistance,   

 

 

 1.      Condemns all the violence that has taken place in Syria and demands that all parties in the 

protests/uprisings to stop attacks and protest against the government, including armed groups 

and the free army;  [use semicolons to separate operative clauses and indent all operative 
clauses, underline clauses, indent all operative clauses] 
 

 2.      Calls on the Syrian government to cease all violence and protect its population, release all 

detainees and withdraw military forces from cities and towns nationwide; 

 

 3.      Calls for the government of Syria to facilitate the involvement of the UN, the Red Cross 

and the Red Crescent to: Send humanitarian aid to the cities tormented by the uprising; 



  a.       Send humanitarian aid to the cities tormented by the uprising; 

 b.      Build safe passages in Syria in order to allow humanitarian aid to reach war 

stricken cities 

 c.       Provide Medical aid and improved health care to the people affected by the 

violence; 

   d.      Provide aid convoys from Lebanon to Homs, Turkey to Idlib and Jordon to Daraa 

which would be supervised by the Red Cross and protected by UN troops; 

 

 4.      Encourages governments to close all diplomatic cables with the Nation of Syria until 

there is an expressed desire made by the Syrian Government to negotiate with their people; 

 

 5.      Demands the Syrian government hold talks with member nations in the Arab League and 

the UN in order for the violence to end;  and furthermore demands the Syrian Government to 

implement an immediate ceasefire and to allow free and unimpeded access by the UN and 

other humanitarian agencies;  

 

 6.      Further demands the Syrian Government withdraw all their military and armed forces 

from cities and town and guarantee the freedom of peaceful manifestations;  

 

 7.      Supports Kofi Annan on his new role as the UN envoy to Syria and hopes his mediating 

skills help the Syrian Nation to come and agree to have talks with fellow nation in order to 

end the violence; 

 

 8.      Recommends talks to be held between the Free Syrian Army leaders and the Syrian 

Government in order to ensure the violence ends and that aid is provided to the civilians in a 

safe manner and this would involve the presence of the members of the UN and the Arab 

League to ensure proper diplomatic agreements are made; 

 

 9.      Further Requests that economic aid is to be provided to Syria after the violence ends so 

that the people may not be unemployed and that the Syrian economy doesn’t cripple;  

 

 10.  Asks the Security Council consider imposing sanction on Syria if the situations remains 

unchanged and consider imposing a second arms embargo if the military fails to end violence 


